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PRO V ERB S xxvy.-- 10. 


Thine own friend, and thy father's friend for ſake not. 


"RIENDSHIP is the ſtate, from which we derive 
L the dicipline of the primitive church: a dicipline 
fo eſſential to the ſafety of 
that, if it be neglected, we ſcruple not to affirm, the 
diſcourſe juſt now addreſſed to your miniſter would 
open to you a dangerous gulf: for ſhould your miniſter 
be all that, the ſervant of God hath required him to be, 
and ſhould you in confidence of that negle& the prac- 
tice of perſonal religion, and expect him to diſcharge 
the obligations of the whole ſociety, you would fink 


firſt into immorality, then into ignorance, and laſtly 


into perdition. po 
You have torſeen this danger, and you have requeſted 


one of us, who from neighbouring churches have come 


hither to behold your faith and order, in the name of 
the reſt to ſpeak to you on this ſubject, and for this 
urpoſe I have choſen the text, for friendſhip is a 
a Rate of hearts become one by mutual eſteem, and, to 
| | ſay 
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ſay all in one word, the ſpirit of it is the fulfilment 

of the whole law. One benefit of this view of the 
ſubject is brevity, for where love abounds few pre- 1 
cepts are neceſſary. From this general principle, then, 
we will attend to one particular exerciſe of it in chriſ- 


tian fellowſhip ; and we will firſt explain the ſubject as 
it regarded the primitive church, and then accommodate 
it to the condition of this ſociety. 

Much hath been written on the diſcipline of the pri- 
mitive church: but it is highly credible, it originated 
in ſome very plain fact, ſome very ſimple cauſe ſuited 
to the character of Jeſus, and the condition of his diſ- 
ciples. If a cauſe adequate to all the effects be aſſign- 
ed, more would be redundant and oſtentatious. Con- 

. ſider what I ſhall ſay on the ſubject, not as an inveſti- 
gation of it, nor as a reflection on others, nor as an 
oracle to you, but merely as a ſketch of the firſt pri- 
ciples of a ſubject, which would fill many volumes: 4. 
principles not now to be diſputed, but merely ſtated: 
principles, however, of real action, and tending to no- 
thing but peace and virtue. 
Ihe diſcipline of the primitive churches was not 
taken from the ceconomy of Moſes. That economy 
was faſtened to a place, confined within a given period 
= of time, and exhibited ſenſible objects to the worſhip- 
=: pers. The late learned prelate, Biſhop Warburton, in 
| = his life of the Emperor Julian, hath clearly proved 1 
that the total ſubverſion of the Moſaical diſpenſation 15 
was ellential to the very being of the chriſtian œcono- 2 
my. As a theory this is granted by all. In practice 
the caſe differs. Some chriſtians in early times loſt 
ſight of this found original maxim, and, unhappily, 
incorporated the diſcipline of the temple into the rel1- 
gion of Jeſus, and on this miſtake the Roman church is 
built. Hence the return of chriſtians back into the 
bondage of infancy regulated by meats and days and 
firſt elements of erudition. Hence a ritual, a pontiff, 
and a prieſthood. Hence holy wars, and the defence 
of the faith by the ſword of civil government. Hence 
a thouſand inſtitutes all Alen from che Spirit of him, 
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The primitive diſcipline was not taken from the 2 


nagogue. Synagogues were a ſort of oratories reſem- 
bling our meeting-houſes, chapels or pariſh-churches, 


eretted not for ſacnfice, which was confined to the 
temple, but merely for purpoſes of devotion, and its 
appendage inſtruction. It ſhould ſeem, for reaſons not 


now neceſſary to be mentioned, theſe houſes were firſt 


erected at the return of the Jews from the Babyloman 
captivity, when the condition of the people made ſuch 


places neceſſary. In Babylon they had loſt the lan- 


guage in which their Scriptures were written, and it 
was neceſſary to remedy this inconvenience by gloſſing 
the text when it was read to the people, that they 
might not loſe the ſenſe in a confuſion of terms. — 
Here on ſabbath days the people aſſembled to pray, 
and to give and receive inſtruction by reading the holy 
Scriptures and expounding the ſenſe. Order rendered 


rules neceſſary, and rules ripened into laws. In time 
theſe laws formed a ſyſtem of parochial government: 
fo I think I may venture to call the juriſprudence of 
the ſynagogue. Many learned men have ſuppoſed that 
primitive chriſtians adopted this diſcipline, and regulat- 


ed their ſocial worſhip by it. Probably ſome did fo: 


but it ſhould ſeem they were Jews influenced by pre- 
judices of education, and who, having only a flight 
knowledge of chriſhanigy, incorporated with it niaxims 


of a polity not adapttd to the views of their divine 
_ Maſter; for it would be eaſy to prove that the diſ- 


cipline of the ſynagogue was penal, practicable only 


in an aſſembly of rulers and ſubjects, and of courſe not 
fitted to a ſociety of equals, which was the condition 


of the primitive church, as will be obſerved preſently. 


Some have ſuppoſed, the Lord Jeſus intended 


to recommend this diſcipline by his advice in caſe 


of treſpaſs, recorded in the eighteenth of Matthew: 
but that learned foreign lawyer, Profeſſor Bothmer, 


{let it not offend if we add the beſt modern writer on 
this ſubject) hath elucidated the text, and proved be- 
5 | | vond 
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who ſaid, Behold, I create new heavens, and a new Iſai. Ixv. 17, 
earth. They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my holy 


mountain. 
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yond contradiftion, that the religion of Jeſus did not 
in its primitive inſtitution admit of any civil coertion, 
and conſequently that its. diſcipline was not that of the 
ſynagogue, which did. . = 
The primitive diſcipline was not tormally inſtituted. 
by 7e/us Chriſt. In vain we ſearch for it in any of his 
publick diſcourſes, or private converſations. The Jews 
differed in ſpeculations, but their rites were uniform, 
becauſe their legiſlator had with preciſion adjuſted 
every thing: but what chapter of the life of Jeſus can 
any church produce, and ſay, here is our ritual; this 
is our order; theſe are the inſtitutes of our diſcipline : 
this verſe tells us how to admit a member; that how to 
eleft an elder, a deacon, or a teacher; here we are 
told how to form a ſociety ; there how to preſerve it ; 
and in caſe of diſſolution this inſtructs us how to ſepe- 
rate, or how to re- aſſemble. On theſe ſubjects the wiſe 
maſter of our aſſemblies faid nothing. 
Finally, the diſcipline of the chriſtian church. was not 
expreſsly appointed by the apo/iles. In the preſent 
view, the apoſtolical writings may be conveniently claſſ. 
ed under four heads. Some are prophetical ; as the re- 
velation of John, ſome paragraphs in the writings of 
Paul, and ſome detached verſes of others. A ſecond 
claſs are hiſtorical, as the Acts of the apoſtles, and in 
the epiſtles many incidental names, dates, places, per- 
ſons and events. Prophecy affords no rules of diſci- 
5 pe: hiſtory furniſhes precedents : but precedents, 
however, which are law only to ſuch as are in circum-_ 
ſtances ſimilar to thoſe of the perſons mentioned by the 
hiſtorians. The third claſs may be called expoſitory of 
the chriſtian doctrine, as the epiſtle to the Hebrews 
written for the Jews, and the epiſtles to Romans, 
Epheſians, Galatians and others written for the Gen- 
tiles, or, to ſpeak more properly, for ſocieties compoſ- 
ed of both Jews and Gentiles. - Diſcipline here is an 
occaſional ſubject, and it is chiefly applicable to the 
then ſtate of the ſocieties. In a ſimilar ſlate chriſtians 
may adopt theſe prudential maxims, the end of all 
which is peace, peace. The laſt claſs conſiſts of moral 
precepts adapted to the conditions of individuals. IS 
. Timothy 


ka _ > 40 
= 


8 "I" 
y e 5 
Wa” 9 Eg 33 F : 


9 50 4 + Ls 
& TIE 8 5 1 * "IT 2 r x ll . 2 1 AN ©, *- F 8 A ot FE 2 0 8 r — 
FFF ne el FG 8 CCW 
o 5 e C 5 3 
* 78 1 FS .. e OY 1 U — = 


A ; EE NM UW Ne: * 


Timothy an overſeer ? He muſt be blameleſs. Is Paul 
aged ? His advice ought to be reſpetted. Are you an 
huſband ? Be kind. Are you a maſter? Be juſt and 
humane. Are you a ſervant ? Be content with provi- 
dence, diligent in buſineſs, and reverence your maſter. 
Are you a member of the chriſtian body of believers ? 
Imitate Jeſus your pattern, and love your brethren.— 


Nothing of all this can be called a chriſtian ritual, and 
advice to a church, like advice to a wife, pre- ſuppoſes a 


ſtate regulated by rules not mentioned by the adviſer: 
and indeed the apoſtles no more drew up a diſcipline 


than they did a ritual for the hiring of ſervants, or the 


r ore of marriage. | 


hat then! Did Jeſus leave this important article 


unſettled ? No. On the contrary, he finiſhed it by an 


effort of wiſdom truly divine. Here, Chriſtians, for- 


give me if I wiſh this were a long ſummer-day, not 


/ that we might have time to adduce proof, for a word 


tells all, but that we might enjoy the felicity of ad- 


miring the ſublimity and ſimplicity of the mind of the 
Son of God. How pleaſing to ſtand by, and ſee him 


create the new world of men and things; to ſee him 
diſſolve the old ties of nature, and form the rock on 


5 vhich the ſacred edifice is to be built! 


The chriſtian diſcipline roſe of itſelf out of that 
condition of equality, into which Jeſus put his diſci- 
ples. He took twelve men of even rank, and per- 


haps with little diſſimilitude of age and ability, and 
conſtituted them a family of love, or, if you will, a 
circle of friends. They were his whole church. Here 
was no maſter, no ſervant; no prieſt, no people; no 
prince, no ſubjett ; no father, no ſon. It was not the 
union of a literal family like that of the temple ; or of 
a diſtrict like that of the ſynagogue ; or of a vague 

multitude hke that which attended the preaching of 


Chriſt ; or of an univerſal body under the direction of 
univerſal rn immediately inſpired as the church- 
es were alter his deceaſe in the times of the apoſtles : 


but it was a ſtate of the perfect equality of minds unit- 


ed by mutual benevolence. 
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What! 18 e ? Order, What was primitive 
diſcipline ? Order without government, and above the 
want of it. In this exuberant foil of peace and free- 
dom the human underſtanding unfolds itſelf in free 
enquiry, free from the froſt of nipping penalties; the 
heart mellows into ripeneſs ; fear of God and love of 
his creatures, reverence for the firſt great cauſe and 
attachment to his image, meeknels, gentleneſs, goodneſs 
and devotion form a fragrant compound of delicious 
taſte, or, to uſe the language of Solomon juſt before 
the text, it is the ſweetneſs of friend{hip, which Ae 
ointment and per fume rejoice the heart. It is not the fa. 
brick however ornamented, 1t 1s this moral excellence, 


that excites the exclamations of chriſtians; and this in 
many a mean place hath impelled them to look upward 


and ling : Lord, I love the habitation of thine houſe, che 
place where thine honour dwelleth | 

Jeſus left civil ſociety untouched, and there 1 
and government are neceſſary: but it is a true fact, 
that primitive chriſtian ſocieties were ſmall independent 
bodies of equals. Many eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians have 
obſerved this, and have remarked that the firſt chriſti- 


ans never elected officers becauſe they had no right to 


teach or to baptize, but becauſe they had not all either 
ability or opportunity to officiate. Even women taught : 


and baptized, but order required them to officiate only 


to their own ſex, and therefore the firſt churches ap- 


pointed them deaconneſſes. In large churches the 
were numerous, they fat in publick in a ſeat by them- 
ſelves, and they were diſtinguiſhed in the middle age 


by a [mall grave ornament on the neck. The form of 
3 theſe female officers may be ſeen in the me- 


nologies Of the greek church. In the primitive church 
order required a ſociety of friends to vilit and relieve 


each other, and, expedition being neceſſary in many 
caſes, it was found adviſeable to elect a few to receive 


and diſtribute relief, to comfort the ſick, to inſpect the 


condition of priſoners, to try to procure their enlarge- 
ment, and in brief to manage their ſecular aflairs, as 


well as to wait on the relt at the adminiſtration = the 


Lord's ſupper and baptiſm. 


In our ſmall ſocieties dea- 
cons 
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cons execute theſe friendly offices without neglett of 
their worldly employments : but in large primitive 
churches .as the office took up the whole time of a 
deacon, juſtice required an indemnity, not to ſay a re- 


ward, and the church wholly ſupported their deacons. 


. 


— Hence in time, in declining churches, when the 
teachers had riſen into a prieſthood they aſlociated 
deacons into their order. In the middle of the third 
century, it ſhould ſeem, by comparing a letter of Cy- 
prian with another of Cornelius of Rome, and a paſ\- 
ſage in Optatus, 


there were in Rome at that time 
forty four chriſtian congregations in the catholick con- 


= neftion, and in theſe churches there were on the liſt 
no leſs than fifteen hundred widows, ſick, poor and 


other objetts of charity wholly dependent on the liber- 
ality of the church. To the hononr of the chureh 


they were all ſupported, and deacons who had ſo much 


employment were honourably maintained as Juſtice re- 


quired. Such equity ought to prevail in all our mo- 


dern offices, and a church that requires the whole time 


of an officer, deacon or teacher, ought to ſupport him, 


and an election to ſuch an office not including an 


election to a maintenance is not juſt, How eſſential 
is friendſhip to the execution of theſe offices! An hire- 


_——” | 


ling may walk his round, and pace the circle in god! 

guiſe: but the unpurchaſeable teehngs of friendſhip 

never warmed the breaſt of an hireling. 1 
Let this ſuffice at preſent for a rude ſketch of the 


primitive diſcipline, and let us cloſe by accomodating 


it to your preſent circumſtances. In years paſt your 
ſociety entered into the condition mentioned a little 


while ago. A few equals aſſociated themſelves toge- 


ther by mutual eſteem. Money dil nothing, power 
did nothing, attachment of eſteem was all in all.— 


Chriſtian love is not blind, it hath an object, that ob 


Jett is moral excellence. The man who exhibits this 
creates the emotion of love in the heart of another.— 


This emotion clings to its object, and becomes a ſocial 


bond. Reciprocal eſteem is a two-fold, four-ſold, ten- 
old cord that cannot be eaſily broken. New emana- 


tions 
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tions of good actions produce new affeftions, and as 
moral excellence forms the bond, ſo nothing but the 


| loſs of it can diſſolve the tie. Hitherto you have con- 
tinned, lately you have elected a ſtationary teacher, and 


to-day you have in: due order declared him to us. Long 
may you live happy in the connection! This, howe— 
ver, will depend on a perpetual exerciſe of friendſhip; ; 
to which, in the name of all our churches, I venture to 
exhort you. | 

On ſuppoſition your miniſter ſhould execute his of. 
fice above cenſure, friendſhip to him will demand the 


ſacrifice of the two mean paſſions of vanity and envy. 


When we ſpeak.of miniſters above cenſureg we do 
not mean that any man can ſo execute an ofhce in this 
world as to place himſelf out of the reach of cenſure, 
but we affirm, ſome men execute the office of miniſ— 
ters ſo as to deſerve none, and ſo as to be affected by 
none, becauſe they perceive the injuſtice of it. Let 


enemies of revelation ſay what they will, thanks be to 


God, the chriſtian miniſtry hath in all ages, and in all 


| denominations that admit of the office, been adorned 


with men of ſuperior talents. To them the evidences 
of chriſtianity have appeared demonſtrative, the miſſi- 
on of Jeſus divine, the chriſtian church the pureſt ſo- 
ciety, the cultivation of intelligent minds the, nobleſt 
employment, and the hope of immortality an irreſiſti- 
ble motive. With talents for any office they have cho- 


len this, and they have executed it with all that eaſy 
magnanimity, which ſuperiority of genius never fails 


to produce. Equal to every duty of their office, they 


diſcharge it with gracefulneſs and eaſe, deaf to the din 


of infidels, above the trammels of a bigot, and happy 


ſtrangers to the emotions of ſorc 10 ruffled minds. No 


carats bewitch ſuch men into ſelf-admiration, no cen- 


| ſures ſink them into ſullenneſs or wrath, they have 


little parts in the news, and none in the flanders 
of the times, and they know how to ſit placed on 


the bank till the floods of the paſſions of weak bre- 


thren run by. Always on conſecrated ground, be- 


cauſe alw ays in the preſence of their God, they con- 
template 
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ä | k devo- 
template his perfections, and when they ſpea 
1 and er are cheriſhed, and vice abaſhed and 
confounded retires. It was this dignity that ſupported 
the apoſtles. They taught what they knew to be true, 


and nothing could diſconcert their plan. They atteſted 


the reſurrection of Jeſus from the dead with a clear- 


neſs of evidence in their own boſoms, which rendered 


them far ſuperior to ſuſpicion and timidity, and all 
their idle concomitants. In caſe your miniſter executes 
his office in this manner, like the diſciples of John, re- 
joice in his light, but neither on the one hand envy his 


attainments, nor on the other diſplay any vanity on ac- 


count of your accidental connection with them. « Why 


* ſhould you envy? Would you employ his abilities if you 


had them in the cauſe of virtue? This is what he does. 
Why ſhould you be vain of ſuch a miniſter ? To day 
he fills and graces your pulpit : to-morrow he will lie 
all cold and breathleſs in the grave. Know this tor cer- 
tain : envy inhabits none but httle minds. Great men 


are ſtrangers to it. They with for nothing: they have 


all and abound. Obſerve Moſes. On a certain occa- 


ſion, Joſhua informed him of two prophets in the 


camp, and added, ny Lord forbid them. * Enweſt thou 


for my ſake, {aid the man of God: would God, all the 
Lord's people were prophets! Remark John the Bap- 


tiſt. Some told him, Jeſus baptized, and all men went 
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to him. John exclaimed, He muſt increaſe, but I muſ? 


decreaſe. What! muſt you retire, and muſt Jeſus 
come forward? Muſt your name and your diſciples be 
abſorbed in his? And on what ground do you patiently 
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John v. 25, 


Phil. ic. 18. 
Num. Xi 28, 


209. 
— 


N 
John iii. 29 


30. 


ſubmit to this, which moſt men reſent; you do more, 


you rejoice in it. Yes, he muſt increaſe, and I muſt 


- decreaſe, - I tand and hear his voice, and I rejoice 
greatly, my joy is full, and the ſecret ſpring of all my 


feelings is friendſhip: I am the friend of the bride- 
groom! . x; 


integrity mixed with preat imperfection, friendſhip 


will demand the exerciſe of patience, prudence, and 


other ſuch holy diſpoſitions. There are ſome very 


upright 
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upright miniſters, who mix in the execution of their 
office great imperfections with few and ſlender gifts. 
Some have bodily imperfections natural or acquired. 
Others have mental imperfections, a dulneſs of fancy, 
a ſlowneſs of apprehenſion, a treacherous memory, 
an habit of jejune and . inconſequential reaſoning. * 
Some have imperfections of morality, a waſpiſh tem- 
per, a habit of levity, or diſcontent, a turn for ſlander, 
a taſte tor litigation, a ſomething that tarniſhes the 
beauty, and takes off from the ſtrength and worth of 
the man. Theſe imperfections go into the miniſtry 
along with us, and if to theſe be added imperfections | 
of condition, ſuch as rudeneſs, indocility, vanity of 
office and ſo on, they create a ſuceeion of trouble in 
the church. In ſuch a caſe friendſhip dictates what to 
do. Not the paſſions but reaſon and religion muſt 
guide the conduct. What right have we, each imper- 
fect in his ſphere, perhaps each more imperfect than he 
imagines, what poſſible right have we to demand per- 
fection? The man who requires it as a reaſon of efl- 
teem diſcovers his folly and injuſtice, equally inatten- 
tive to the condition of mankind, and his own imper- 
fect ſtate. In all ſuch caſes as have been ſuppoſed, let 
us conſult the genuine emotions of a friendly heart. 
_ Obſerve the wiſe and mild father of a family: ſee how 
be rolls his eye along over all his little empire, an eye 
:.of- penetration irradiated with pity and love. Neither 
is he ignorant of the imperfections of his children, nor 
, doth he nouriſh or applaud them, but he is not ſtung 
into madneſs, and his coolneſs is a preparation to im- 
prove them. The prophet Iſaiah obſerves this majeſty 
of manner in the Meſſiah. Who ts blind as the Lord 5 
ſervant ; or deaf as my 2 Seeing many things 
but obſervmg them not? nſider how: the patient Sa- 
viour ſurveyed his family : how deliberate his advice . 
ho ſoft and ſuaſive his arguments; how gentle his 
hints and reproofs: how many improprieties common 
to humanity he overlooked : how he eſtimated integrity, 
his own work, in his diſciples, though accompanied 
with innumerable weakneſſes, the works of the 
world 
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world and fin! Let us humbly imitate this bright eu- 
ample. Only the trial decorates the honeſt heart that 


makes it. | 

Who can unfold the dark days of futurity! Your 
miniſter may execute his office with ſucceſs, or he 
may ſpend his ſtrength for nought. For either caſe 
friendſhip ſtands prepared. Doth he inform the igno- 
rant, comfort the wretched, convert the wicked, proſ- 
per in all his labours ? Happieſt of human kind: he 
gives his God the glory! And what ſays friendſhip ? A 


wiſe ſpectator obſerves his ſituation, views him as men 


view a man on a pinacle, who however cautions may by 
Such ſituations have hurt the virtue of 


many: they went up humble, they came down proud: 


they aſcended modeſt, they deſcended mad. A ſpecta- 


tor as friendly as he is wiſe will exert himſelf to pre- 


+ ſerve his friend from danger by frequently exhibiting 


to him the modeſty of Jeſus his example, and by rivet- 
ting on the tables of his heart the language of an 
apoſtle: God cauſeth us to triumpli in Chriſt : I planted, 


Abjollos watered, but God gave the increaſe : I laboured 


b more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace 


of God which was with me. 
nought? Doth he diſtreſs himſelf on this account? 
Friendſhip will heal his heart, by reminding him, that 
the cauſe is not his but God's: that no mortal is ac 


Doth he labour for 


> countable for efforts beyond his power : that none can 


| ſtem a torrent of untoward circumſtances : that infinite 
wiſdom doth not acquaint us with all its matters: that 


the good maſter in heaven will appraiſe his ſervants b 


their fidelity and not by their ſucceſs : that undoubted 


2 Cor. ii. 14. 
1 Cor. iii. 6. 


1 Cor, xv. 10. 


Characters have made the ſame complaints: that zeal 
complains without a cauſe : that in the oreat ſtruggle 
between truth and errour, virtue and vice, the goſpel 


of Jeſus and the maxims of the world, it is natural to 


expect ſome defeats: that the defeat of an individual 
tells for nothing in the general hiſtory: in brief, 
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that a prophet ſettled the matter when he ſaid, though 
1jrael be not gathered, yet ſhall The glorious in the eves of 
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Rom. ii. 


2 Sam. 1. 26. 
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the Lord. Hence an apoſtle ſays : Glory, honour, and 
peace, to . . . prophets? yes, and to every other man 


that worketh good. 
Suppoſe the worlt. ... I PRE your miniſter ſo well, 


| that he would think an apology ill-timed for what I am 


going to ſay. Suppoſe the worſt, his fall into an ha- 
bit of ſome enormous vice, which ſhould render it ne- 
ceſſary for you to degrade him from his office, and to 


ſeperate him from your community. Even this ſad 


caſe demands the aid of friendſhip, and friendſhip at- 
tends as at a funeral with aching heart, and eyes ſtream- 
Very pleaſuant haſt thou been to 
I am diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Jonathan | 
F riendibip doth not cry hav ock, raiſe ' the croud, and 
call the country in. In ſilent ſadneſs genuine forrow 
moves; or, if it ſpeaks, it utters ſighs and prayers to 
him, who {ork and pities every human wo. 


About the middle of the third century, when the po- 


pulous churches of Rome and Carthage had become ex- 


tremely corrupt, the people called from their leaders 
Donatiſts and Novatians, diſſented, and formed ſepe- 
rate congregations. 


up in one word the cauſe Of their ſeperation, and the 


end propoſed by their union. They diſſented becauſe 


tlie churches were become immoral, and they aſſociated 
on the original plan in order to ſecure purity cf man- 


ners. The diſcipline of theſe puritans was ſevere. 


They Ae any virtuous believer into COMMUNION : . 
but, ſaid they, mark this; our diſcipline | is a mutual 


contract for virtue, if you continue virtuous you Will 
be happy with us through life, for we are brethren, but 


it you violate the compact, and become wicked, we 


{hall ſeperate you from our ſociety, and do wat you 


will you can never be re-admitted till the day you die. 


Far be it from us to judge of your future ſtate : that we 
leave to the great being : may you repent, and may 


your repentance be accepted ! but to fellowſhip with us 


you can never be re- admitted. It is eaſy to imagine, this 


was a powerful preſervative from ſin. There, as it 
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The Novatians called themſelves 
Cathari or puritans, not out of oſtentation, but to hold 
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were, hung the drawn two-edged word, an argument 


againſt vice glittering in the eyes of every beholder. 
In defence of this diſcipline it was ſaid, the puritan 
churches uſed no force to put any perſon under it, each 
member choſe to be in the condition : they had no ſup- 


port from civil government, and they exerciſed no civil 


coercion ; the ſeperation of a delinquent was only from 


> church ordinances, and it effected no civil inconve- 


* nience. This diſcipline then was the whole ſupport of 


"| the cauſe, and had this been relaxed, the cauſe would 


have crumbled away, and would have been loſt in the 


world, that treacherous whirlpool which hath ſwallowed 
up ſo many ſocieties of lax moraliſts. The diſcipline 
"> of our churches is not ſo ſevere. It admits of re- 
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recovery remains? No, never will he relinquiſh his 
claim till he be utterly incorrigible, or actually dead. _ 
Innocence is better than repentance. Let us ſee 
danger at a diſtance, and guard the paſs. It is not poſ- 
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admiſſion, and conſequently it opens a wide field for 


Friendſhip, for will not the friend endeavour to re- 


3 


Nore his brother? Will he ever deſert him while hope of 


ſible for a good man to go inſtantly into the practice of 


great crimes ; but what ſlow degrees may effect, who 
can tell? Permit me to abbreviate the ſubject by a ſhort 

account of one ſad caſe. In the very early part of my 
- miniſtry, while I was yet a boy, I had been preaching . 


at a town far diſtant from this place, where I was on a 


friendly viſit. Moſt youths in office are careſſed, more 
for the novelty than for their abilities. One morning a 

very decent grey-headed man inquired for me, and, when 
hae was admitted, without ceremony he threw himſelf on 


a chair and ſobbed and wept, but could not ſpeak. I 


retired to give him an opportunity to vent his paſſion, 


for ſuch ſwells of grief, whatever be the cauſe, threaten 


to burſt the heart, and deſtroy the frame. On return- 


ing, the man had recovered his calmneſs and, omittin 


huis apologies, the ſubſtance of what he ſaid was this. 
Compaſſion for your youth compels me to tell vou 

my caſe. At your age I was as innocent and as happy 
= as you. Like you, too, 
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I was choſen by one of our 
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churches to teach. I taught, the church careſſed me, 
neighbouring churches gave me unequivocal marks of 
their eſteem, each new day was winged with, new de- 
lights, my time paſted ſweetly, every month was May. 
One day an old man ſaid to me, young man guard 
againſt vanity. I felt myſelf hurt, for I ſaw no need 
of the caution, and I did not conceal my diſhke. Does 
that offend you? added the old man: take care you do 
not become a profligate, for, know this, a man unappriz- 
ed of danger 1s at the brink of a fall, and as confidence 
1s the parent of careleſſneſs, ſo careleſſneſs is the high 
road to the commiſſion of actual ſin, one fin leads to 
another, and by flow degrees a plauſible youth may be- 
come a profligate man. I paid very little regard to my 
admoniſher, and a few years after, ſomehow or other, 
I firſt taſted, then ſubmitted to intreaties, then repeated, 
and at length found myſelf a lover of ſtrong liquors, 
connected with diſſipated men like myſelf, fond of my 
condition, deaf to the remonſtrances of my friends, 
and in brief the church was obliged to cut me off, and 
I became a confirmed drunkard. I was never happy. 
My appetites on fire impelled me to intoxication : but 
the ſtings of my conſcience could never be blunted ; 
and between the two I was in a ſtate of torment. 
How inſenſibly do habits of vice form themſelves ! 
How difficult is it to ſubdue them when they are be- 
come obſtinate! I am not come to you for advice: I 
know all about it. I am not come to make you the 
depoſitary of my holy reſolutions : I ſhould try to keep 
them, if you were not in the world. I come in pure 
aſſection to ſay to you: watch over yourſelf : be afraid 
of the firſt emotions of ſin: and reverence the cautions © 
of aged men, always older, and generally wiſer than > 
miniſters when they are firſt elected to office.” Let 
ſuch advice come from what quarter it will, it demande 
attention and gratitude, „ 
Finally. Let friendſhip guide you, when your friend, 
your father's friend, the miniſter of your choice de- 
clines and dies. Such is the fate of man, and in all the 
glow of youth, and the glory of life, he ſhould 1 5 
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IF ect the decree of almighty God, Unto the duſt thou Gen. iii. 19, 


alt return. When men grow old in office, or, to 


1 q 8 adopt the ſtile of an apoſtle, when they u/e office well, 1 Tim. iii. 1g, 
| they purchaſe to themſelves a good degree, and great hold- 
kb neſs in the faith, which is in Chriſt Feſus. They ac- 


quire honour and pleaſure, the teſtimony of their con- 
ſciences, and the benedictions of the church; and theſe 
ſweeten the laſt days of life. Then the good man en- 
joys the well earned fruit of his labour, and departs 
from a ſtation of peace below to the temple ot felicity 
in Heaven. When that day comes, reſpett the remains 


of the man you love: conſole his widow : infpett and e 
guide his children: and all things, whatſoever ye would Mat. vii. 12. 
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that he ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to him e for this 
2s the law and the prophets. 


To conclude. We aſk no favours for your miniſter. 


He needs none. We affix no honours to vague un- 
meaning names. We ground the obligations of a peo- 


ple to their miniſter on the benefits, which they derive 
from the execution of the office. If he be the real, as 
he is the official friend of the whole ſociety, he need 
not hunt after praiſe, or ſtoop to pick it up, it will fol. 
low him and affix itſelf to his name, and his name 
alone will ſtand for a compound of excellencies, the 


bare ſound of it exciting ideas that refreſh the ſoul. Do 


2 
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any enquire of Titus? He ig my partner, my fellow- * 3 
helper, ſuch as he are meſſengers of the churches, and the 
glory of Chriſt. on, 
Of what we have ſaid, then, this is the ſum. When 
the whole world was lying in wickedneſs, the love of 
God ſent Jeſus Chriſt to redeem us. His redemption 
extended over the life that is, as well as over that which 
is to come, and he freed his church both from future 


= puniſhment and preſent diſorder. He left ſecular 1 


fairs to be refined by the mere operations of reaſon and 
experiment: but he regulated his church not by an or- 
dinal in form but by an effuſion of the holy ſpirit, 
which enlightened and converted a few men, and placed 


; them in a condition equal and perfectly free. Out of 


this condition of equality, in all periods and at all 
8 places, 


8 


1 Cor. xi. 5,6. 


Rom. x31. 10. 
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der than government. 


the fulfilling of the law. 
benign diſpoſition, extended to receive him, we commit 
-your miniſter to day: ſincerely praying, that the peace 
of God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, may keep your 
hearts and wok through Chirſt 7e ſus: To ham be glory 


_ both NOW and for er ever. 
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places, the ſimple diſcipline of the Chriſtian church 
naturally and neceſlarily riſes, exactly as good works 
riſe out of faith. Offices in ſuch ſocieties do not des 
ſtroy equality, and the diſcipline is more properly or- 
Order requires the wiſeſt to 
teach the reſt, and ſuperiority of wiſdom and virtue 
are the only, or the only eſſential qualifications of of- 
ficers. In every ſociety, when men of ſuperior talents 
employ them for the benefit of the reſt juſtice demands 
a retribution, and a wiſe eſteem of real worth is that at- 
tachment which we call friendſhip : an attachment not 


A.” 


to be withdrawn even when many imperfections lower 
the worth of the man. This friendſhip is a domeſtic 


tutor, always at hand, and always prepared to luggeſt 
what to do. Where this love is, it ſuffereth long, and 
2% kind, it envielli not, it en not ſelf, 
behave elf unſeemly, at ſeeheth not its OWN, it 25 not 
eaſily provoked, it thinketh no evil, it is, in one word, 
Into the ſoft arms of this 
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